
 

POWERS AND FACULTIES OF A DEACON 

TO: 

You are hereby admitted to the ecclesiastical 
office of a Deacon for the Roman Catholic Military 
Ordinariate of Canada (IAW with the provisions 
for this office found in the Code of Canon Law 
(CIC).   These powers and faculties are to be read 
and understood IAW the Pastoral Letter on 
Ministerial Complementarity: Directives for 
Collaboration of Priest, Deacons, and Pastoral 
Associates in the Military Ordinariate of Canada, 
dated 01 November 2018, and the Chaplain 
Branch Manual (CBM).  The Powers and faculties 
of this mandate only take effect in conjunction 
with the signing of the Profession of Faith and 
Oath of Fidelity. Consequently, in order to 
accomplish your functions, you are granted the 
following military diocesan powers and faculties: 

Preaching 

I. To preach the Word of God in chapels 
throughout the Military Ordinariate of 
Canada (c. 764). 

 

II. To preach the Word of God, occasionally 
and when invited to, in churches of other 
Christian communities, in keeping with 
approved ecumenical guidelines. 

 

III. To expound Christian doctrine on radio or 
television, after consultation, if possible, 
with the local Ordinary (c. 772§2). 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. To exercise the ministry of the Word, 
especially: 
 

a. the religious education of children and of 
adults (cc. 752; 762); 
 

b. to preside the liturgies of the Hours & 
liturgical celebration of the word (cc. 838 
§4; 1248 §2); 
 

c. To expound the Christian teaching on 
radio or television (c. 772§2) or social 
media. 

 

V. To prepare the faithful to the reception of 
the sacraments. 

 

VI. To preside at Sunday Liturgies of the 
Word in the absence of a priest (cc. 838 
para. 4; 1248 §2). 

 

Ministry of Presence & Charity 

VII. To exercise the ministry of charity and of 
presence to the military personnel and 
their family members of the units you 
have been assigned to your superiors (if 
applicable). 
 

Baptism 

VIII. To administer baptism solemnly (c. 861). 
 

IX. To allow, for a grave reason, the 
celebration of baptism in private home (c. 
860 §1); or in a hospital, for some 
pressing pastoral reason (c. 860 §2) for 



military family members and/or 
personnel. 

 

X. To be the ordinary minister of Holy 
Communion (c. 910). 

 

Marriage 

XI. To assist at marriages of faithful of the 
Military Ordinariate within the base you 
have been assigned to / closest by (cc. 
1108 and 1109). 

 

a. Note: For marriages, in which neither 
party is subject of the Military Ordinary, a 
delegation is always needed (c. 1111) 
notwithstanding the provision of c. 1080 
in regards to impediment(s). 

 

Funeral and Burial 

XII. To officiate at funeral and burial services 
(c. 1176 §2). 
 

XIII. In absence of a priest and under the right 
circumstance permission is granted to 
celebrate a funeral liturgy in the presence 
of ashes (c. 1176 §3). 

 

Divine Worship & Sacramentals 

XIV.  To impart only those blessings which are 
expressly permitted to a deacon by law          
(cc. 1168;. 1169 §3) such as: 

 

a) The blessing of rings at a wedding; 
 
b) Exorcism at baptism; 
 
c) Blessings at benediction (c. 943). 

 

XV. To preach the Word of God (occasionally 
and by invitation) in other non-Catholic 
churches whilst observing the norms and 
disposition of the ecumenical directory. 
 

XVI. To participate in ecumenical dialogue to 
foster relationship building.  

Faculties in danger of death (universal) 

XVII. In regards to baptism (cc. 861 §2; 868 §2; 
871). 
 

XVIII. In regards to the viaticum (c. 911) and, 
communion in sacris (c. 844 §§3-4). 

 
XIX. In regards to dispensation of marriage (c. 

1079 §2). 
 

XX. To celebrate the rite and provide proper 
pastoral care to the dying. 

 

Replacement of Divine Office 

XXI. To replace the Divine Office by the 
recitation of the five decades of the 
Rosary. 

 

You may validly use these faculties only within the 
canonical jurisdiction of the Military Ordinariate, 
and to its subjects (Statutes 2; 4.3.3). 

Unless noted, you may not validly sub-delegate 
these faculties (c. 137 §3). 

Unless they are expressly revoked, these faculties 
remain in force as long as you hold your office (c. 
145 §§1-2) and maintain a Vulnerable Sector 
Check IAW directives of the OCG and, provide a 
copy of the result to the chancery office. 

Given at Ottawa, Ontario on the         2020, under 
our signature, the signature of our Chancellor and 
the Seal of the Ordinariate. 

 

 

Ordinary                                                    Chancellor 

 

Seal 



 

This has been file in the chancery archives pers 
file. 

 

Notary 

 

 

 

The Oath of Fidelity and Profession of Faith have 
been signed, received and filed in the chancery 
archives. 

 

Notary 
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